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HON CARMEL SEPULONI, MINISTER FOR SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

Ministerial Overseas Travel 21-08-2019 to 24-08-2019 – Release of Cabinet 
Material  

November 2019 

 

This publication provides Cabinet documents regarding the proposal and the report for  
Honourable Carmel Sepuloni on her travel, from 21 to 24 August, to Samoa to attend the  
New Zealand and Samoa-hosted Women, Peace and Security Summit and to launch, on 
behalf of the Minister of Defence, Honourable Ron Mark, the Pacific Women in Defence 
Network. 

 

The pack comprises the following documents: 

 the July 2019 Cabinet minute of decision: Proposed Overseas Travel: Hon Carmel 
Sepuloni [CAB-19-MIN-0347] 

 the associated Cabinet paper: Proposed Overseas Travel: Visit to Samoa from 
Wednesday 21 August to Saturday 24 August 2019 [CAB-19-SUB-0347] 

 the September 2019 Cabinet minute of decision: Report on Overseas Travel: Hon Carmel 
Sepuloni [CAB-19-MIN-0495]  

 the associated Cabinet paper: Report on Overseas Travel: Hon Carmel Sepuloni 
[CAB-19-SUB-0495] 

 

This pack has been released on the Ministry of Defence website, available at: 
www.defence.govt.nz/publications. 

 

 

Certain information has been withheld. Where information is withheld in accordance with the Official 
Information Act 1982 (the Act), the relevant sections of the Act are indicated in the body of the 
document. Information is withheld where making it available would be likely to prejudice: 

 the security or defence of New Zealand or the international relations of the Government of New 
Zealand [section 6(a)] 

 the entrusting of information to the Government of New Zealand on the basis of confidence by an 
international organisation [section 6(b)(ii)]. 

 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.defence.govt.nz/publications


 
CAB-19-MIN-0347 

 

Cabinet 

Minute of Decision 

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Proposed Overseas Travel: Hon Carmel Sepuloni 

Portfolio Social Development

On 22 July 2019, Cabinet:

1 authorised the absence of Hon Carmel Sepuloni from New Zealand, subject to leave from 
Parliament being secured, from 21 to 24 August 2019, to travel to Samoa to host and attend 
the New Zealand and Samoa-hosted Women, Peace and Security Summit and to launch, on 
behalf of the Minister of Defence, the Pacific Women in Defence Network;

2 agreed that she be accompanied by one member of staff;

3 approved the estimated expenditure of up to  for the travel expenses of the 
Ministerial party as a charge to Vote: Internal Affairs (Members of the Executive – Travel);

4  

5 agreed that in her absence Hon Poto Williams act as Minister for Social Development and 
Minister for Disability Issues.

Martin Bell
for Secretary of the Cabinet

Hard-copy distribution:
Prime Minister
Deputy Prime Minister
Hon Carmel Sepuloni

1 
 3s5tlgfrut 2019-09-27 18:33:29

Rele
as

ed
 by

 th
e M

ini
ste

r fo
r S

oc
ial

 D
ev

elo
pm

en
t



Office of the Minister for Social Development

Chair, Cabinet

PROPOSED OVERSEAS TRAVEL: VISIT TO SAMOA FROM WEDNESDAY 21 
AUGUST 2019 TO SATURDAY 24 AUGUST 2019.

Proposal

I seek your approval in principle to travel to Samoa from Wednesday 21 August to 
Saturday 24 August. 

Travel Objectives & Background

The purpose of my travel is to attend and host the New Zealand and Samoa-hosted
Women, Peace and Security Summit in Samoa at which I will launch, on behalf of
the Minister of Defence Hon Ron Mark, a New Zealand initiative, the Pacific Women
in Defence Network. The network will promote ongoing support for Pacific security
agencies,  in accordance with  the values of  the Government’s Pacific Reset,  and
enable  cross-regional  interagency  information  sharing  on  how  to  promote  and
implement UN resolution 1325 and complementary resolutions.

In 2017 the South Pacific Defence Minister’s Meeting (SPDMM) agreed to support
progress on a Women in Pacific Defence Forces initiative and Ministers accepted the
offer made by New Zealand to implement an initiative and establish a Women in
Defence Network. 

To  meet  this  objective  New  Zealand  and  Samoa  have  agreed  to  work  in
collaboration to host a Women, Peace and Security Summit in August 2019 in Apia
and launch the Pacific Women in Defence Network. 

The  target  audience  for  this  Summit  will  be  Pacific  leaders  across  a  range  of
spheres, including political leaders (ministerial-level), senior officials, academics and
NGOs as well  as  police and military personnel.  The Ministry  of  Defence is  also
exploring  participation  by civil  society  representatives and local  youth in  Samoa.
Appendix 1 provides an initial list of proposed participating countries and selected
speakers.  One objective  of  the  event  is  to  bring  leaders  from a broad range of
backgrounds together to promote wider understanding of Pacific Women Peace and
Security  issues as  well  as inter-regional  learnings and the establishment  of  new
connections and networks. 

This would be the first New Zealand-led regional event pitched at this level in support
of the Women, Peace and Security agenda in the Pacific region.  Both the Summit
and the  launch of  the  Pacific  Women in  Defence network  will  be tangible  steps
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towards realising the human security pillar of the “Boe Declaration”, signed by Pacific
Islands Forum Leaders in September 2018.

Travel

I propose to leave New Zealand on Wednesday 21 August and arrive back in New 
Zealand on Saturday 24 August.  

  

 

Acting Ministers

If you approve my travel, I propose that the Hon Poto Williams to act as Minister for 
Social Development & Minister for Disability Issues.

Recommendation

I recommend that you:

a) approve   in principle my proposed travel to Samoa from Wednesday 21 
August to Saturday 24 August  

b) note   that Hon Poto Williams will act as Minister for Social Development and 
Minister for Disability Issues; and 

c) approve   expenditure up to  for the travel expenses of the ministerial
party as a charge to Vote Internal Affairs: Members of the Executive – Travel.

Approved for Lodgement

Hon Carmel Sepuloni
Minister for Social Development
Minister for Disability Issues 
Associate Minister for Arts, Culture and Heritage
Associate Minister for Pacific Peoples 
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CAB-19-MIN-0495 

 

Cabinet 

Minute of Decision 

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Report on Overseas Travel: Hon Carmel Sepuloni 

Portfolio Social Development

On 23 September 2019, Cabinet noted the report from Hon Carmel Sepuloni under 
CAB-19-SUB-0495 on her travel, from 21 to 24 August 2019, to Samoa to co-host the Women, 
Peace and Security Summit and support the launch of the Pacific Defence Gender Network on 
behalf of the Minister of Defence.

Michael Webster
Secretary of the Cabinet

Hard-copy distribution:
Prime Minister
Deputy Prime Minister
Hon Carmel Sepuloni

1 
 3s5tlgfrut 2019-09-27 18:35:14

Rele
as

ed
 by

 th
e M

ini
ste

r fo
r S

oc
ial

 D
ev

elo
pm

en
t



Rele
as

ed
 by

 th
e M

ini
ste

r fo
r S

oc
ial

 D
ev

elo
pm

en
t



s6(a)
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s6(a)

s6(b)(ii)

s6(b)(ii)
s6(b)(ii)
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