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Ministerial Overseas Travel 21-01-2019-01-02-2019: Hon Ron Mark – Release of 
Cabinet Documents 

June 2019 

 

This publication provides the report to Cabinet from Hon Ron Mark on his overseas travel, 
from 21 January to 1 February 2019, to the United Arab Emirates, Egypt, Israel and South 
Sudan, to visit a number of New Zealand Defence Force deployments and to undertake 
bilateral meetings. 

 

The pack comprises the following documents: 

 Travel Report: Hon Ron Mark; Middle East and Africa 21 Jan – 1 Feb 2019 [CAB-19-
SUB-0083] and the associated Cabinet minute [CAB-19-MIN-0083] 

 Proposed Overseas Travel: Hon Ron Mark: Egypt, Israel and South Sudan – 21 January 
to 1 February 2019 [CAB-18-SUB-0602], and the associated Cabinet minute [CAB-18-

MIN-0602]. 

 

 

This pack has been released on the Ministry of Defence website, available at: 
www.defence.govt.nz/publications. 

 

 

 

The names of junior staff members have been withheld. It has also been necessary to withhold certain 
information in accordance with the following provisions of the Official Information Act 1982. Where 
information is withheld, the relevant sections of the Act are indicated in the body of the document. 
Where information has been withheld in accordance with section 9(2) of the Act, no public interest has 
been identified that would outweigh the reasons for withholding it. 

Information is withheld where making it available would be likely to prejudice: 

 the security or defence of New Zealand or the international relations of the Government of New 
Zealand [section 6(a)] 

 the entrusting of information to the Government of New Zealand on the basis of confidence by the 
Government of any other country [section 6(b)(i)] or any international organisation [section 6(b)(ii)]. 

Information is also withheld in order to: 

 maintain the constitutional conventions for the timing being which protect the confidentiality of 
advice tendered by Ministers of the Crown and officials [section 9(2)(f)(iv)] 

 maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank expression of opinions 
by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or members of an organisation or officers and 
employees of any department or organisation in the course of their duty [section 9(2)(g)(i)]. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.defence.govt.nz/publications


 
CAB-19-MIN-0083 

 

Cabinet 

Minute of Decision 

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Report on Overseas Travel: Hon Ron Mark

Portfolio Defence

On 25 March 2019, Cabinet noted the report from Hon Ron Mark under CAB-19-SUB-0083 on his 
travel, from 21 January to 1 February 2019 to United Arab Emirates, Egypt, Israel and South 
Sudan, to visit a number of New Zealand Defence Force deployments and to undertake bilateral 
meetings.

Michael Webster
Secretary of the Cabinet

Hard-copy distribution:
Prime Minister
Deputy Prime Minister
Hon Ron Mark
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CAB-18-MIN-0602 

 

Cabinet 

Minute of Decision 

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Proposed Overseas Travel: Hon Ron Mark

Portfolio Defence

On 3 December 2018, Cabinet:

1 authorised the absence of Hon Ron Mark from New Zealand from 21 January to 1 February
2019 to travel to Egypt, Israel and South Sudan to gain a first-hand understanding of some 
of the international operations currently being conducted by the New Zealand Defence 
Force;

2 agreed that he be accompanied by one member of staff; 

3 approved the estimated expenditure of up to $49,100 for the travel expenses of the 
Ministerial party as a charge to Vote: Internal Affairs (Members of the Executive – Travel);

4 noted that he will also be accompanied by officials from the New Zealand Defence Force 
and the Ministry of Defence, whose travel costs will be met from their respective Votes; 

5 agreed that he invite one Member of Parliament from the Foreign Affairs, Defence and 
Trade Select Committee on the visit, whose travel costs will be met from their Leader’s 
Budget;

6 agreed that in his absence the Rt Hon Winston Peters act as Minister of Defence and 
Minister for Veterans.

Michael Webster
Secretary of the Cabinet

Hard-copy distribution:
Prime Minister
Deputy Prime Minister
Hon Ron Mark
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Office of the Minister of Defence

Chair
Cabinet

PROPOSED OVERSEAS TRAVEL: HON RON MARK: Egypt, Israel and South 
Sudan – 21 January to 1 February 2019 

Proposal

1. I seek Cabinet approval to travel to Egypt, Israel and South Sudan in my 
capacity as the Minister of Defence over the period 21 January to 1 February 
2019.

Travel

2. The purpose of the travel is to gain first-hand understanding of some of the 
international operations currently being conducted by the New Zealand 
Defence Force. The Government has recently extended the mandates for these
missions, so it is important for me to obtain further insights from those on the 
ground about the challenges they will be facing over the remainder of the 
mandate, as part of our ongoing monitoring and assessment of our missions 
around the world. It will also serve to directly acknowledge the service of our 
personnel who operate in difficult and dangerous environments on behalf of the
Government.

3. I also intend to conduct counterpart calls with relevant Ministers in the countries
where our personnel serve.

4. I will be away from New Zealand from Monday 21 January 2019 until Friday 1 
February 2019.  The programme is planned to include 3 days in Egypt 
(including Cairo and Sinai), 3 days in Israel, 2 days in South Sudan, plus travel 
time.

5. The Prime Minister has approved the travel in principle. The travel will occur 
prior to the House sitting in 2019.

Delegation Details

6. I propose to travel with one staff member from my office, alongside officials 
from the New Zealand Defence Force and the Ministry of Defence. Additionally,
I intend to invite one MP from the Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Select 
Committee to accompany me if available. Any MP travel would be funded from 
their Leader’s budget.
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Estimated Costs

7. Indicative costs for this travel are: 

Minister of Defence and one staff 
Airfares,Taxes and Insurance $ 36500
Accommodation, meals, transport $   9000
Receptions/hospitality, gifts $   1300
Contingency (@5%) $   2300

Total $ 49100

Acting Ministers

8. The Rt Hon Winston Peters has agreed to act in the Defence and Veterans’ 
portfolios.

Recommendations

9. The Minister of Defence recommends that Cabinet:

a) authorise his absence from New Zealand from 21 January to 1 February 
2019 to travel to Egypt, Israel and South Sudan;   

b) approve the expenditure of $49100 for the travel expenses of the Minister
and one staff member as a charge to Vote Internal Affairs: Members of 
the Executive – Travel; and

c) agree that in his absence the Rt Hon Winston Peters will act in the 
Defence and Veterans’ portfolios.

Authorised for lodgement

Hon Ron Mark
Minister of Defence
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